Structural and biochemical modifications in parotid gland induced by fasting.
Structural, ultrastructural and biochemical modifications produced by fasting in the parotid gland of guinea pig, were studied. The highest storage of secretory granules was found in the apical cytoplasm after a 12 hour fasting period. The curve of soluble proteins showed that the highest storage of proteins in the parenchyma took place after a 10/12 hour fasting period. Amylase activity reached its highest point after a 10 hour fasting period. We suggest that granules stored in cellular cytoplasm after a 12 hour fasting period would have completed their maturation cycle.